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Biography of Speakers

Dr. Yilmaz AKYUZ is the Chief Economist of the South Centre. He was previously Director of the Division on
Globalization and Development Strategies at the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
when he retired in August 2003. He was the principal author and head of the team preparing the Trade and
Development Report, and UNCTAD coordinator of research support to developing countries (the Group-of-24) in
the IMF and the World Bank on International Monetary and Financial Issues. He taught at various universities in
Europe before joining UNCTAD in 1984 and after his retirement, and published extensively in macroeconomics,
finance, growth and development.

Dr. Peter DITTUS is the owner of arCandide consulting and currently working as a consultant to public
organisations. Previously he was Secretary General of the Bank for International Settlements from 2005 to 2016.
He joined the BIS in 1992 as an economist and since 1995 had assumed increasingly senior responsibilities in the
Bank. In 2000, he was appointed Deputy Secretary General and became a member of the Bank's Executive
Committee. Before joining the BIS, he worked as an economist at the World Bank and the OECD. Mr Dittus holds a
doctorate in economics from Saarbriicken University and diplomas in economics from Saarbriicken University and
the University of Michigan. Contact: www.arcandide-consulting.com

Mrs. Yuefen LI is the Special Advisor on Economics and Development Finance of the South Centre. She worked
in the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) from 1990 to 2014, as Head of the Debt
and Development Finance Branch and Manager of UNCTAD projects on Promoting Responsible Sovereign Lending
and Borrowing, the Sovereign Debt Workout Mechanism and Globalization. She taught at the University of
International Business & Economics in Beijing and subsequently at two other universities as a visiting professor.
She has published books, papers and articles in professional journals and newspapers, and contributed extensively
to UNCTAD publications and documents.

Dr. Yaga Venugopal (Y.V.) REDDY was Governor of the Reserve Bank of India from 2003 to 2008. He was
Chairman of the Fourteenth Finance Commission in 2013-14. Previously, he worked in the Government of India as
Secretary in the Ministry of Finance, and in the Government of Andhra Pradesh as Principal Secretary. He is also a
recipient of the Padma Vibhushan, India’s second highest civilian award. Currently, he is Honorary Professor at the
Centre for Economic and Social Studies in Hyderabad. He is also a member of the Board of the South Centre.

Dr. Richard KOZUL-WRIGHT is the Director of the Globalisation and Development Strategies Division in
UNCTAD. From 2011 to 2015 he was Head of the Unit on Economic Cooperation and Integration among Developing
Countries also at UNCTAD. In 2007 he was appointed Chief of the Development Strategy and Policy Analysis Unit of
the Development Policy and Analysis Division — UN-DESA. Mr. Kozul-Wright joined DESA in 1991 to work on the
World Economic and Social Survey and in 1993 moved to UNCTAD where he was a contributor to the World
Investment Report, the Trade and Development Report, and the Economic Development in Africa Report. He has
published articles and books on a broad range of issues related to economic development and economic history.
He holds a Ph.D. in economics from Cambridge University. He is the author, most recently, of Transforming
Economies: Making Industrial Policy Work for Growth, Jobs and Development.
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