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Abstract

Recently international institutions repeatedly cut the projections for world gross domestic product
(GDP) growth of 2019, revealed further worsened accumulation of debt, reported declining official
development assistance (ODA), highlighted consecutive drops of foreign direct investment (FDI) flows
and showed decelerated international trade and intensified trade tension. A closer examination of the
performance of developing countries in these datasets shows clearly the economic conundrum that
developing countries are facing. The most dangerous sign is the rising levels of public and private
debt, and debt sustainability challenges for developing countries. It is worrisome that over 40 percent
of low income countries are facing a high risk of debt distress or are in debt distress. The cloudy
patches over the world economy are gathering together and getting darker. It seems a storm is coming
soon for those developing countries which are facing a combination of weak economic fundamentals.
Yet, there seems to be limited room for policy makers to take actions as downward pressure is coming




from different directions at the same time and creating constraints which would make policy measures
ineffective or feeble. In some cases, policy tools used to limit negative effects of one problem could
trigger negative impact on other problem(s) in hand.

Available from: https://www.southcentre.int/policy-brief-60-may-2019/

Policy Brief 61, May 2019: The US-Mexico-Canada Agreement: Putting Profits
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In the US-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA, NAFTA 2.0), the U.S. Trade Representative
negotiated intellectual property provisions related to pharmaceuticals that would enshrine long and
broad monopolies. This policy brief focuses primarily on the negative effects of the USMCA intellectual
property provisions on access to medicines in the U.S. Such effects may be even worse for Canada
and Mexico. The impact of this trade agreement goes well beyond the three countries involved as this
is the first one negotiated by the Trump Administration and is likely to set a precedent for future trade
agreements. A careful review of the USMCA text raises very serious concerns about the impact that
this agreement would have on the generic/biosimilar industry and therefore on access to more
affordable drugs throughout the world.

Available from: https://www.southcentre.int/policy-brief-61-may-2019/
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SouthNews

SOUTHNEWS No. 252, 2 May 2019: The Board and Council of the South Centre
Hold Meetings in Geneva

The South Centre recently held its 42nd meeting of the Board of the South Centre and 20th meeting of
the Council of Representatives of the South Centre. The meetings took place on 29-30 April 2019 in
Geneva. Below is a brief description as well as highlights of the meetings.

Available from: https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9cf38799136b5660f367ba6&id=60cab962fb

SOUTHNEWS No. 253, 8 May 2019: Acceso a medicamentos y vias juridicas
gue afectan la competencia en mercados farmacéuticos de Suramérica

This article (reproduced in Spanish) has been published by the South American Institute of
Government in Health (ISAGS) on the use in Latin America of the flexibilities of the Agreement on
Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) to improve access to affordable
medicines, an area in which the South Centre is providing analytical support, training and technical
assistance (https://ipaccessmeds.southcentre.int/).

Available from: https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9cf38799136b5660f367ba6&id=7b97511f79
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SOUTHNEWS No. 254, 23 May 2019: South Centre Statement at the Meeting of
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Health Ministers

Photo credit: Permanent Mission of Venezuela to the United Nations in Geneva

Dr. Carlos M. Correa, Executive Director of the South Centre, stressed the need to preserve the World
Health Organization (WHO) as a public, independent agency that effectively addresses the health
problems of developing countries, at the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Health Ministers Meeting held
on the occasion of the 72ndWorld Health Assembly. Below is the statement (in English and Spanish)
of the South Centre delivered at the Palais des Nations, Geneva on 21 May 2019.

Available from: https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9c¢f38799136b5660f367ba6&id=1283e0b714

SOUTHNEWS No. 255, 27 May 2019: Declaration of the XII Ministerial Meeting of
the Ministers of Health of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) “Universal Health
Coverage: Leave no one behind”

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Health Ministers noted that making progress on Universal Health
Coverage (UHC) is critical to address goal number 3 and other goals in the 2030 Agenda, and called
for intensified cooperation and support to achieve such objectives. Below is the declaration adopted
on occasion of the 72nd World Health Assembly on 21 May 2019.

Available from: https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9cf38799136b5660f367ba6&id=blea894240
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SOUTHNEWS No. 256, 28 May 2019: South Centre Statement on Access to
Biosimilars/Biogeneric Medicines at the WHA 72

The revision of the guidelines on similar therapeutic products mandated by Resolution WHA67.21 is
crucial for promoting the availability of and access to biosimilars. The reduction in prices ensuing from
the introduction of these products has become essential to address public health needs in developed
and developing countries. The WHO Document A72/59 under consideration by the WHA 72 (agenda
item 21.3) states in paragraph 80 that “WHO expert committees have approved guidance on (...)
biotherapeutics, including an update of the 2009 similar biotherapeutic products guidelines”. This
statement is not accurate, as the guidelines were not updated as mandated by Resolution WHA67.21.
Below is the South Centre statement in relation to this issue.

Available from: https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9c¢f38799136b5660f367bab6&id=18a20ad4fd

SOUTHNEWS No. 257, 29 May 2019: Intergovernmental meeting on the
implementation of the BAPA+40 outcome document convened in Geneva
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The South Centre, United Nations Conference for Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and
International Labour Organization (ILO) co-organized a meeting on 23 May 2019 in Geneva to discuss
the outcome of the United Nations Second High-level Conference on South-South Cooperation
(BAPA+40) held in March 2019. It was the first public intergovernmental meeting organized post-
BAPA+40 to deliberate issues related to the implementation of the BAPA+40 outcome document and
served as an opportunity to discuss the main actions to further promote South-South Cooperation
(SSC) as well as triangular cooperation (TrC) for the purpose of the attainment of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

Available from: https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9cf38799136b5660f367ba6&id=18c7457b33

SouthViews

SouthViews No. 179, 3 May 2019: 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda with Focus
on Education Goal - SDG 4 by Kishore Singh

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development must
be considered bearing in mind the right to education as an internationally recognized right as well as
the right to development. Below is the keynote presentation by Kishore Singh, former United Nations
Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education, at the Asian High-level Forum on Human Rights on the
occasion of the 70th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Available from: https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9cf38799136b5660f367bab6&id=ffadc6babb

SouthViews No. 180, 20 May 2019: Colombia's Biogenerics Regulation A Preliminary
Court Decision in favour of Public Health by Carolina Gomez

The Council of State of Colombia’s recent ruling on the abbreviated pathway for marketing
authorization of biogenerics is a valuable step towards acceptance and uptake of biogenerics, favoring
public health, access and market competition.

Available from: https://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=fa9c¢f38799136b5660f367ba6&id=98d2b094a7
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Social Media

Twitter Highlights:

Top Tweet earned 3,636 impressions

Key outcome #WHAT72 is new resolution on T ti )
price transparency of health products Op MeNTIoN eamed 255 engagements

A72/CONF/2Rev1. Short of ambition of Carina Vance Mafla
majority of members. Yet countries can go
further, implement natl. policies for

@CarinavanceEC - May 3

disclosure of real costs of R&D, clinical trials Agradezco la confianza del Consejo de

& amount of #publicinvestment @WHO Representantes del @South_Centre. Sera

pic.twitter.com/ROb3T1aeZ2 un honor aportar a su misién representando
a Latinoamérica y el Caribe en su Consejo
Directivo.

SouthNews: The Board and Council of the
South Centre Hold Meetings in Geneva:
mailchi.mp/southcentre/so...
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View Tweet

South Centre @South_Centre - May 1 v

£ The expanding dominance of the #digitaleconomy creates challenges on the
allocation of #taxingrights for developing countries. The @South_Centre peer
exchange meeting in #NY was an opportunity to identify opportunities and
solutions that serve #developingcountries interests.

MAY 2019 SUMMARY

Tweets Tweet impressions

46 73.9K

Profile visits Mentions

8,473 95

New followers

52
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South Centre @South_Centre - May 8 v

& Dr. Carlos Correa, Exec. Dir. @South_Centre was pleased to meet Amb. Ms.
Socorro Flores Liera, Permanent Mission of #Mexico to UN Geneva, to discuss
#socioeconomicpolicies put in place by new Mexican govt. to achieve #SDGs &
role of intl. regime to support the country’s efforts.

South Centre @South_Centre - May & v

v Ehitne Record sea lavel rise, exceptionally high land 8 ocean temperatures over the last
four years are part of a #warmingtrend since beginning of this century &
expected to continue - @WMQO Statement on the State of the #GlobalClimate in
2018. #ClimateAction See

State of the Climate in 2018 shows accelerating cli...

The physical signs and socio-economic impacts of
Eb climate change are accelerating as record greenhouse
aas concentrations drive global temperatures towards i

public.wmo.int
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South Centre @South_Centre - May 9 v

= The @South_Centre welcomed H.E. Mr. Iba Mar Oulare, Resident Representative
UEMOA (West African Economic and Monetary Union) in Brussels, and the
discussion on further cooperation on financial and #trade issues.

South Centre @5outh Centre - May & v
#ioreentechnelogies have high potentials fo provide livelinood oppartunities as
well as fulfill anticipated food demand of population projected to reach around
10 billion by 2030. - #AARDO Newsletter zardo.org/aardohomapage/..
#5ustainability #SustainableDevelopment
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South Centre @5 T
The @South_Centre participates at the Expert Consultations on Emerging
Recommendations of the United Nations Secretary General's High Level Panel on

#DigitalCooperation @UNSGdigicoop, at the University of Geneva, South Centre ¢

v

uth_Centre - May 15 v

Wit H.E. President Thabo Mbeki, Chair of the South Centre Board, during his opening
remarks at the 20th meeting of the Council of Representatives in Geneva on the
30th April 2019. EBIUN Photo/Eskinder Debebe

tutions, find
tre to be a very
artner. In many insty
jtands in a particula
position of its own in
service which is not pre

- H.E. President Thabo Mbeki

- v
Dr. Carlos Correa, outh_Centre was pleased to meet on sidelines of
#WHA2019 Dr. Veronica Espinosa S, Min. of Health, Ecuador & @CarinaVanceEC
new member South Centre board to discuss #globalhealth issues & challenges
facing #developingcountries in area of #PublicHealth
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South Centre @5outh_Centre  May 13 v
The avg. share of #manufacturing in #GDP of African LDCs has dropped to 8.3 %
compared to the 19.6 % avg. of #developingcountries & emerging
#industrialeconomies group. This represents serious challange to

#SustainableDevelopment target See @UNIDO Yearbaok bitly/25waslt
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South Centre ntre - May 22 v E S:.”‘h Centre V-
Wiie The @South_Centre welcomed the visit of Ambassador H.E. Mr. Kinga Singye of O o Happening Today

the Kingdom of Bhutan, to the UN Office & other international organizations in

Geneva, to discuss issues of relevance for Bhutan and possible expanded How will the post #BAPA40 era further contribute to the attainment of the

cooperation with the Centre.

2030 Agenda? - meeting organized by the @South_Centre @UNCTAD & @ilo
bitly/2)xztlu
#SSC #Agenda2030

B@uNOossc

South Centre @ May

v

2T The @South_Centre welcomed the visit of Mrs. Fatoumia Ali Bazi, Director
General, National Agency for International Cooperation, Comoros (ANCI) to
discuss ways of enhancing #SouthSouthCooperation & greater interaction with . South Centre _Centre ,
thie Centre: ' ciwme The @South_Centre was pleased by the visit of Dr. Agnes Mahomva, Permanent
pil i . Secretary, Ministry of Health and Child Care, Zimbabwe and her team. #AMR ,

barriers to #accesstomedicines are some of the areas identified for further
cooperation with the Centre.

South Centre uth_Centre - May 25 v
Prof. Carlos Correa reminded that #SouthSouthCooperation #SSC is based on
solidarity & it should be included as a policy matter for all areas of cooperation as
itis crucial for #LeavingNoOneBehind. @South_Centre, @UNCTAD & @ilo
meeting on #BAPA40 & #Agenda2030

South Centre @South_Centre - May 24 v
#Chile is fighting #climatecrisis by imposing #carbontax on #CO2emissions - @
18th Session of the Committee of Experts on International Cooperation in Tax
Matters (New York, 23-26 April 2019)

#taxcooperation #ClimateChangelsReal #ClimateActionNow

Photo Credit @UNFCCC
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ReAct Action on ABR @reactgroup - May 22 v South Centre @South_Centre - May 27 v
[Act React, @DagHammarskiold and @South_Centre invites those at #WHA72in w* Eihe . @South_Centre publications on #accesstomedicines at the #UnitedNations

Geneva to 2 conversation on #AntibioticResistance as a Global Development
Problem. When? Thursday 23 May 3-4 pm! §

bookshop in Geneva being sold during World Health Assembly this week. Access
to medicines have been one of the central items during #WHA72 #HealthForAll

When the Drugs Don't Work

A conversation on
Antibiotic Resistance as a Global Development Problem

Thursday 23 May, 3-4 pm

Palais des Nations, Geneva
(E-building, door 40),
At the Innovation Exchange Marketplace by UNAIDS and partners

Jein us to leam more about how effective anfibiotics
are a criically important comerstone of all heaith systems.
and how antibiotic resistance seriously jeopardises the
achievement of several of the Sustainable Development Gods,

Moderator:
Viviana Muficz-Tellez, South Centre

Contributors:
Andreas Sandgren, ReAct Europe
Mirfir Mpundu, ReAct Africa

World Health Organization (WHQ) and UN Library at Geneva
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South Centre @South_Centre - May 28 ~

i BB #BRICS monitoring of implementation of members' commitments at BRICS
summits shows progress made by the group. The #2018BRICS Johannesburg
Interim Report found 67% of compliance See Full Report bitly/2vsSXyCT

#Brasilizsummit2019 11 You Retweeted

BRICS RESEARCH GROUP I - UNOSSC @UNOSSC - May 23 v
"BAPA+40 is not the end of a process- it is the beginning!” Carlos Correa,
Executive Director of @South_Centre South Centre opens a discussion on
#SouthSouth in Geneva

2018 BRICS Johannesburg Summit
Interim Compliance Report
27 July 2018 to 1 March 2019
Prepared by

Alissa Xinhe Wang, Angeia Hou, Brittaney Warren
and the University of Toronto BRICS Research Group

Wrina Papova, Anrey Shelepov, Andrei Sakharov and Alexnder gnatow
and the Center for International Institutions Research
of the Russian Presitential Acadermy of National Economy and Public Administration,
Mostow

26 May 2019

BRICS Bus. Council, BRICS Joumal and BRICS Innovation
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South Centre @5outh_Centre - May 17 v

w* it Economists outline steps that need to be taken to solve “predatory #rentseeking”
or #crocodilecapitalism - they believe has broken #socialcontract estd. post
#WorldWarll allowing #globalcorporations to benefit while general public loses
See @UNCTAD news bitly/2vHgUcV
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Follow us through Twitter: South Centre

Copyright © 2019 South Centre, All rights reserved.
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https://twitter.com/south_centre

Our mailing address is:
South Centre

Chemin du Champ d'Anier 17
POB 228, 1211 Geneva 19
Switzerland

Tel.: +41 22 791 8050
E-mail: south@southcentre.int

South Centre Website: hitp://www.southcentre.int
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