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Biotechnology has increased the use of patent law to protect the outcomes

of plant breeding. Many developing countries are granting patents on plants

and plant components, such as seeds, cells, and genes. These patents can

limit access to plant materials for further research and breeding and prevent

farmers from saving and re-using seeds that incorporate patented materials. 

European legislation has sought to strike a balance between the protection

of plant-related inventions and the rights of breeders and farmers through

the introduction of specific exceptions to patent rights. 

Download the study here.
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