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Mainstreaming Development in the WTO
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The Global South has a fundamental interest in the WTO. In framing the future of trade, reforming and
strengthening the organisation requires mainstreaming development in the WTO. The primary question is how to
ensure that the broader development dimension of the multilateral trading system is advanced and not simply
relegated to polarising conversations about special and differential treatment. This session explores ways in
which the multilateral trading system can meaningfully address the needs of developing countries including
LDCs. These include assessing different approaches to build greater equity in the trading regime, considering
ways to improve the capacity for developing countries to benefit from trade, establishing a deeper role and voice
for developing countries including LDCs in developing balanced trade rules, and examining how they can
exercise their right to fully participate in the consensus-based decision-making processes of the WTO.
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